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AMERICA'S CITY HALLS PROJECT

ILEWISTON CITY BUTLDING
Southeast corner of Pine and Park Streets, Lewiston, Maine
City of lewiston, Maine

It is remarkable that a smsll city in a poor state could
build a first city building in 1371, lose it through a
disastrous fire in 1290, and replace it in 1892. The boom
in the textile mills allowed it. The exterior has remained
absolutely intact. ©See IT A for details.

PART I Historical information
A. Physical history

1.

The minutes of the City Council meetings and articles in
the local newspaper (Lewiston Evening Journal) provide all
details.

May 2, 1390 City Council authorized the Building Committee
"to accept plans from those to be submitted
and erploy an architect.”

June 28, 1390 The City Council accepted architect's plans
from the firm of Bingham and Spofford of Boston.
The cost of the new bullding was not to exceed
$130,000.

October 1, 1890 Laying of the cornerstone
May 19, 1892 Dedication
Architect--see Zeroxed copy of a biography ¥

Builder--Bearce and Clifford--foundation
E. 5. Libbey and Co.--carpentry
J. P. and James Murphy--granite

Original plans and construction: See Part IT A
There have been no exterior alterations. The original
architect's plans cannot be found.

Alterations and additions:
Interior alterations were done irn 1973 when the third
floor hall was converted to office space and small
meeting rooms and an elevator was installed. Plans
for this were made by Harriman and Associates, archi-
tects in Auburn, Maine.

B. Historical context: BSee copy of manuscript*of an article

entitled Leviston's City Buildings--in particular pages 5
to the end. The first part describes the first city
building and the fire which demolished it.

¥ Includeq in field records
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PART 11 Architectural informaticon (91’)
A, BExterior

T« The Form

Tne building is ¢ messive bricii structure in
the classicel baroqus styls. There arc ihree
i front on Jine Strect of 20 feot, O
20 Teabty She c¢ er bar opeing topned by
swicr.  Tmere ars Tlve bevs on Ths side on
S5trect of 30 Teet, 2 lszb, 3. Test, Zh
and 3 Tecs.
e The ilztericls
g2, 4T street level there dis z rustlcated
sranite bass. ne entrence 18 recessed,
with en arch and suvpnoriing pileassters of
cranite.

b ere load besring, wire cut, red
Pl merLar.

c. i »nice, Irilezo, &nd otiler decorabive
Cr ro Serracotna, tatehing the color of
the brick. {J3ome of the cornice and
frieze with 1Is zculwniurcd hesads and gar-
lands of flovers are in nzed of renalr or
replaccrment . )

de Th ipirelly 211 3lats Tromn
e tut moss onl Lho turrets
ha al mgterial. The slate on
th g nas bewn rsnleced wwith
bl ningles.
¢. The dowmes are cormmer Wil oold lee” (z2lso
needing rena’r).
fe The entrance docrs ere oar vith olets gleass,
2. Toublo-tiunr.  (They

lrced with more en-

~lezed metal sasha)

H, Interior

1. Lavout

4. The Interior avaces srs sroenlizer on three
h ng’hts of 12 feet,

gces 8rs o
major levels with flonr he’
15 Teet snd 72 faet z
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b. The first and second flcors are devoted
to offices and work savaces on elther
side of & wide {(1h foot) corridor. The
lower floor g aprroximately b feot
below sitrent level.

¢, The top floor was originally an
enormous larzge wnublic meeting hall
with a stage, and velconies on three

There, most c¢ivic events, as

des.
well a3 feances, ~r'ze Pl hts, etc.,
were feld until 1973 when this floor
7as sub-divided %o nrovide much needed

U
office srace, azlong with a nodest
council charber.

(1) The martitions snclosing the
cantral tror's sreas and the
charber do not zo to the ceiling,

but are only & feet high and ‘dre’

moveable. o

(2) ‘The cciling (orizginslly 32 feet) -
5 still zuite high (16 feet).
It 125 lovered to tha boitom of _
thie balconies, which still re- -
main, though unused. o

(3} A central sir nandling svsten wvas
‘nstalled TLe nendle the above
arca. R

G« The enclosed cdiagramatic nlans show the

basic space rllocations as they exist
todaw,
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B. Interior (continued)

2e Degcription of interior

ntrance

Lobby orizingl clazsical cendaont
volvchrone 100ad FsYYel: fluorescant
tile ranslling metal lizghts

decorativs
panels
rerble loth znd
stelrs - rlaster
trends and
rissrs
Lo:er Lovel
Corricor Torrazzo; lath end netal rendant
saznd colorx nlaster fluorescent
fizld with lights
rad border gimulate
GESONDY
joints
Of Tl ces zgwnelt tile lath end nstal nendant
nlagter - fluoresscent
lizshts
sirulated
mesonyoy
joints
3thotrs wood trsads wood bhelug- netal
and risers tera and dado

18t Floor

Corridor and zsphalt tile wood dedo, retal ~endant
OfTices on wood nlezster and fluorsscent
simulatesd lights

masonrT joints

2nd Foor

Council carnet 3 foont hung srecial air
Cre.ber dlviding saccusitic nandling
wanels Do, X sraterm; re-
£t cessed
canels fluoreacent

liznts in
ceiling
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1. The mejor axis is north/south, with ‘he
cntrtnck on the north fseing Flng 3treset,
10% on the ~ast facin- the terir, as did
oY 1570 builidine.

Z2e The par'- Par!s, was a
rart of an laid out by
the zrch a 1.¢2 for
the ran % 0f the
Jeorlg £

3. 3ee onclosed 177 Tipds-lve-Yiew of the
city by ltoner to meagure Tie ~orowth of
the city In twenty-Tive yezors.

Lo Tre verk is atill cegically = green, util-
ized wostly oy thoe veorls n the surrounding
neiznpornoods. IV i3 also usod for gzroup
aco vities, such as the Pranco-Ansrican
Festivel, & wse'i-long sctivity.

Z. Located in the park and assceiabed with the
Gity Suilding ar: the leil war lenusent by
Sirmons and a concerbt-stand wnowm as the
Cazebo, )
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. PART ITT SOURCES OF INFORMATION (96)
A. Architectural drawings: not to be found

B. Early ¥iews: actually there were no changes made, out an
early photo is included

€. Bibliocgraphy:
1. Primary Sources: Minutes of the City Council for the
year 1890 are to be found in the vault of the €ity Clerk
in the present City Building.

2. Secondary Sources:
Microfilms of the Lewiston Evening Journal are to-be found
in the Research Department of the Lewiston Public Library.
See June 28 and QOctober 1 of 1890 and May 19, 20, 21 of 1892
HISTORY OF ANDROSCOGGIN COUNTY, by Georgia Drew Merrill,
published by W. A. Ferguson and Co., Boston, 1301

D. HNone

E. None

Prepared by

Gridley Barrows . .1./.
and

Geneva Kirk

¢
Members of the Leﬁéton Historical Commission



